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Jerusalem

Jerusalem
• Capital of ancient Israel

• In Roman times, the central city for Jewish life

• Site of the temple

• Peter was the spokesman for the church

• Worshipping, teaching, giving, praying and evangelical church

• Christian converts were gradually deprived of immunity from 
Jewish and Roman interference

• Doctrinal conflicts

The Word of God continued to spread; the number of the 
disciples increased greatly in Jerusalem, and a great many 

of the priests became obedient to the faith.—Acts 6:7

St. Stephen’s GateThe Temple



Samaria

Villages of Samaria

• Mountainous region roughly corresponding to the 
northern part of the West Bank

• Samaritans consisted of a racial mix of half Jew and half 
Gentile, result of the Assyrian dominion (721 BC)

• After stoning of Stephen, some Christians escaped to 
Samaria

• Philip began his ministry as an evangelist in Samaria

Now when the apostles at Jerusalem 
heard that Samaria had accepted the 

Word of God, they sent Peter and John to 
them.—Acts 8:14



Galilee

Villages of Galilee

• Large region in northern Israel

• Many villages with many people

• Home region for Jesus

• Galileans were adamant fighters against Rome during 
the Great Rebellion (66-70 AD)

Meanwhile the church throughout 
Judea, Galilee, and Samaria had peace 

and was built up. Living in the fear of the 
Lord and in the comfort of the Holy 

Spirit, it increased in numbers.
—Acts 9:31



Joppa

Joppa

• Also known as Jaffa

• One of the oldest port cities

• Today incorporated with Tel Aviv (Yafo)

• Tabitha (Dorcas) in group of widows active in the early 
church

• Active leadership in the early church by women

Now in Joppa there was a disciple whose 
name was Tabitha, which in Greek is 

Dorcas. She was devoted to good works 
and acts of charity.—Acts 9:36



• Third largest city in the Roman Empire

• Diversified—Greeks, Jews, etc. 

• First called "Christians“  

• Christians began extending the Gospel to non-Jews

• Barnabas brought Paul to Antioch congregation

• The congregation contributed to Jerusalem, where there 
was a danger of famine.

Antioch

Antioch

…And it was in Antioch that the disciples 
were first called “Christians.” 

—Acts 11:26

Today the modern city of 
Antakya sits atop 
ancient Antioch. 



Damascus

• Leading city of ancient Syria

• Located along ancient trade routes with ample water 
supply 

• Important for commerce and agriculture. 

• Governed by a local king named Aretas

• Jewish Christians were associated with the synagogues 
in Damascus

But declared first to those in Damascus, 
then in Jerusalem and throughout the 
countryside of Judea, and also to the 

Gentiles, that they should repent and turn to 
God and do deeds consistent with 

repentance..—Acts 26:20

Damascus



• Capital of Cilicia, a Roman province in southeast Asia 
Minor

• On river Cydnus, center of extensive commercial traffic 

• Distinguished for the wealth of its inhabitants

• Seat of a famous 
university, higher 
in reputation than 
Athens and Alexandria

• Paul’s home town

Tarsus

Tarsus



Seleucia

• Port for the capital of Antioch

• One of the Syrian Tetrapolis

• Designed to promote Hellenistic culture in Syria

• Important political, military, and economic city

So, being sent out by the Holy Spirit, 
they went down to Seleucia; and from 

there they sailed to Cyprus.—Acts 13:4

Seleucia



Cyprus

Cyprus

• Came under Roman control in the first century BC

• Had a significant Jewish population

• Paul's companion, Barnabas, was a Jew from Cyprus

Now those who were scattered because of 
the persecution that took place over 

Stephen traveled as far as Phoenicia, 
Cyprus, and Antioch, and they spoke the 
Word to no one except Jews.—Acts 11:19



Salamis

• Maritime town on the eastern coast of Cyprus

• On a fertile plain, near the River Pediaeus

• Harbor, location, and fortifications made it the Cyprus’ 
chief city

When they arrived at Salamis, they 
proclaimed the Word of God in the 

synagogues of the Jews. And they had John 
also to assist them. When they had gone 

through the whole island as far as 
Paphos…—Acts 13:5-6

Salamis



When they arrived at Salamis, they 
proclaimed the Word of God in the 

synagogues of the Jews. And they had John 
also to assist them. When they had gone 

through the whole island as far as 
Paphos…—Acts 13:5-6

Paphos

• Capital of Cyprus, and residence of the Roman governor

• Center of the cult of Aphrodite

• Paul converted the Roman proconsul

• Modern name is Baffa.

Paphos



Perga

• Capital of Pamphylia region

• Known for Roman emperor worship

• Today it is a large site of ancient ruins

• Located there is an acropolis dating back to the Bronze 
Age

Then Paul and his companions set 
sail from Paphos and came to Perga

in Pamphylia.—Acts 13:13

Perga



Antioch in Pisidia

• In west central Turkey

• Home to several members 
of the imperial household

• Had a Jewish synagogue.  
Those who gathered 
included Jews and others, 
who revered God, but who 
were apparently not full 
converts to Judaism.

Antioch

But they went on from Perga and 
came to Antioch in Pisidia.

—Acts 13:14



Iconium

• Easternmost town of 
Phrygia, and part of 
Galatia

• Mentioned on many coins 
and inscriptions

• Converted a goodly 
number of Jews and 
pagans

• Found/organized a church

• Endured persecutions here

He was well spoken of by the believers in 
Lystra and Iconium.—Acts 16:2

Iconium



He was well spoken of by the believers in 
Lystra and Iconium.—Acts 16:2

Lystra

• Paul healed a man with 
crippled feet

• People thought Paul and 
Barnabas were the gods 
Zeus and Hermes

• Home of Timothy

• Later, people turned 
against Paul. They stoned 
him and dragged him out 
of the city

Lystra



Derbe

• In the district of Lycaonia, 
in Galatia, a Roman 
province

• On the major route 
connecting Iconium to 
Laranda

• Paul and Barnabas fled to 
Derbe and Lystra when 
city officials of Iconium
plotted to stone them

• Home of Gaius

Gaius, who is host to me and to 
the whole church, greets you. 

—Romans 16:23

Derbe



Attalia

• Near the Cataractes River (modern Aksu)

• Chief port of Pamphylia

• Today many of the ruins of antiquity in a museum

Then they passed through Pisidia
and…when they had spoken the Word 
in Perga, they went down to Attalia.

—Acts 14:24-25

Attalia



Syria

• Christians went by the name Nazarenes

• Observed Mosaic ritual law

• Eventually gave way to acceptance of Gentiles

“The brothers, both the apostles and the 
elders, to the believers of Gentile origin 

in Antioch and Syria and Cilicia, 
greetings.—Acts 15:23

Syria



“The brothers, both the apostles and the 
elders, to the believers of Gentile origin 

in Antioch and Syria and Cilicia, 
greetings.—Acts 15:23

Cilicia

• Roman province of Asia Minor

• Important enough to be governed by a proconsul

• Famed for cilice—haircloth made from the hair of Cilician 
goats

Cilicia



Phrygia

• Land of "many fortresses", 
on the banks of the 
Sangarius River

• Divided into two parts:  
Galatian Phrygia and Asian 
Phrygia

• Phrygians stereotyped 
among Greeks and 
Romans as passive/dull

Phrygia

After spending some time there he 
departed and went from place to 

place through the region of Galatia 
and Phrygia, strengthening all the 

disciples.—Acts 18:23



Galatia

Galatia
Cities of Galatia include:  Pisidian Antioch, Iconium, 

Lystra, Derbe, Pessinus, Ancyra and Tavium

• Roman province under 
Octavian Augustus

• Gospel received with 
enthusiasm

• Some claiming to be 
Christian teachers 
endorsed Mosaic law over
“justified by faith”

For in Christ Jesus you are all children of 
God through faith. As many of you as were 
baptized into Christ have clothed yourselves 

with Christ. There is no longer Jew or Greek, 
there is no longer slave or free, there is no 

longer male and female; for all of you are one 
in Christ Jesus.—Galatians 2:26-28



Mysia

• Located on the south 
coast of the Sea of 
Marmara

• Lydia had a prosperous 
textile business in 
Thyatira, located on the 
border

When they had come opposite Mysia, they 
attempted to go into Bithynia—Acts 16:7

Mysia
Cities of Mysia 

include:  Parium, 
Lampsacus, 

Abydos, Assos, 
Adramyttium, 
Elaea, Myrina 

and Cyme.



Troas

• Important port city along 
the Aegean Sea

• Built shortly after the time 
of   Alexander the Great

• Paul has the vision of a 
Macedonian man; “Come 
over to Macedonia and 
help us.”

• Paul raised Eutychus from 
the dead

Troas

When I came to Troas to proclaim the Good 
News of Christ, a door was opened for me 

in the Lord—II Corinthians 2:12



Samothrace

• Island in the northern 
Aegean Sea

• No archeological 
evidence of any 
synagogue on the 
island

• Home to cult religion, 
Dionysian Mysteries

We set sail from Troas and took a straight 
course to Samothrace, the following day to 

Neapolis.—Acts 16:11

Samothrace



Neapolis

• Seaport of Philippi

• No mention of missionary 
activity

• Located on the Egnatian
Way, connecting cities of 
the east and west

• The church comes to 
Europe

We set sail from Troas and took a straight 
course to Samothrace, the following day to 

Neapolis.—Acts 16:11

Neapolis



Philippi

• Roman, cosmopolitan city, 
blending Greek and Latin 
traditions

• Small number of Jews and 
no synagogue

• Shabbat worship held 
outside, on the Gangites
River

• Lydia baptized

You Philippians indeed know that in the 
early days of the Gospel, when I left 
Macedonia, no church shared with me in 
the matter of giving and receiving, except 
you alone.—Philippians 4:5

Philippi



Apollonia

• 30 miles east of 
Amphipolis

• Located on the Egnatian
Way 

• No Scriptural evidence 
that Paul 
preached/ministered here

After Paul and Silas had passed through 
Amphipolis and Apollonia, they came to 

Thessalonica, where there was a synagogue 
of the Jews.—Acts 17:1

Apollonia



Thessalonica

• Capital of the second 
Roman district of 
Macedonia 

• Important trade-
hub/seaport

• Paul worked day and 
night— Gospel based on 
prophecies of the Old 
Testament 

• Paul’s success roused the 
jealousy of the Jews; had 
to flee the city

• Many Gentiles believed 
that Judgment Day was at 
hand

• Launching point to spread 
the Gospel to Macedonia

Thessalonica

To the church of the Thessalonians in God 
the Father and the Lord Jesus Christ: Grace 
to you and peace. We always give thanks to 
God for all of you and mention you in our 
prayers, constantly remembering before our 
God and Father your work of faith and labor 
of love and steadfastness of hope in our Lord 
Jesus Christ.—I Thessalonians 1:1-3



Berea

• North of Mount Olympus

• Noble and eager listeners

• They searched 
the Scriptures

• Angry Jews from 
Thessalonica forced Paul 
to flee

That very night the believers sent Paul 
and Silas off to Beroea.—Acts 17:10

Berea



Athens

• Seat of democracy

• Center of the world's 
culture, intelligence and 
wisdom 

• College city, where 
resided the most eminent 
philosophers of the world 

• Wholly given to idolatry 

• Mars Hill sermon

• Paul talked daily in the 
market places

Athens

But some of them (Athenians) joined him 
(Paul) and became believers, including 
Dionysius the Areopagite and a woman 
named Damaris, and others with them.

—Acts 17:34



Corinth

• Seat of government for 
southern Greece

• Noted for wealth, and the 
luxurious, immoral and 
vicious habits of the 
people

• Paul met with Jewish 
refugees from Rome 
(including 
Aquila and 
Priscilla)

To the church of God that is in Corinth, to 
those who are sanctified in Christ Jesus, 
called to be saints, together with all those 

who in every place call on the name of our 
Lord Jesus Christ, both their Lord and ours.

—I Corinthians 1:2

Corinth



Cenchrea

• Seaport and trade outlet 
of Corinth

• Caught a boat heading to 
Jerusalem

• Paul shaves his head as 
part of a Nazarite vow

• Church is tended to by 
Phoebe, a deaconess

I commend to you our sister Phoebe, a 
deacon of the church at Cenchreae.

—Romans 16:1

Cenchrea



Ephesus

• Capital of proconsular
Asia 

• Wealthy commercial 
center 

• Where Orient met 
Occident 

• Congregations racially 
and economically diverse 

• Occasional division/
conflict

• One of the seven 
churches of Asia that are 
cited in the Book of 
Revelation

• Gospel of John may have 
been written here

To the saints who are in Ephesus and are 
faithful in Christ Jesus: Grace to you and 
peace from God our Father and the Lord 

Jesus Christ.—Ephesians1:1-2

Ephesus



Caesarea

• Built by Herod the Great to 
honor Caesar

• Deep harbor, storerooms, 
markets, roads, baths, 
temples, and imposing 
public buildings 

• Peter baptized the first 
Gentile, Cornelius, a 
centurion

• Home to Philip the 
evangelist

Some of the disciples from Caesarea also 
came along and brought us to the house 
of Mnason of Cyprus, an early disciple, 
with whom we were to stay.—Acts 21:16

Caesarea



Macedonia

• Roman province

• Timothy and Titus join 
Paul

• First Christian converts in 
Europe

• Shared wealth with 
Jerusalem poor

Macedonia
Cities of Macedonia include:  Philippi, 

Thessalonica, Thyatira and Berea

For Macedonia and Achaia have been 
pleased to share their resources with the 

poor among the saints at Jerusalem. 
—Romans 15:26



Achaia

• Roman senatorial province 
which included most of 
modern day southern 
Greece

• Two major cities were 
Corinth and Athens

For the Word of the Lord has sounded 
forth from you not only in Macedonia and 

Achaia, but in every place your faith in 
God has become known, so that we have 

no need to speak about it.
—I Thessalonians 1:8

Achaia



Assos

• Located on terraces of a 
volcanic cone

• Famous for its wheat

• Home to Aristotle for 
three years

• Temple of Athena there

• Paul joins up with Luke to 
sail on

We went ahead to the ship and set sail for 
Assos, intending to take Paul on board 

there; for he had made this arrangement, 
intending to go by land himself. 

—Acts 20:13

Assos



Mitylene

• Capital city of Lesbos

• Home to Aristotle for two 
years

• One night stopover for Paul 
on his third journey

When he met us in Assos, we took him on 
board and went to Mitylene.—Acts 20:14

Mitylene



Chios

• Fifth largest of the Greek 
islands

• Named for the son of 
Poseidon

• Birthplace of Homer

• Its prosperity depended 
on agriculture and 
shipping

We sailed from there, and on the following 
day we arrived opposite Chios. The next day 
we touched at Samos, and the day after that 

we came to Miletus.—Acts 20:15

Chios



Samos

• Small island off the Turkish 
coast, opposite Ephesus

• Site of the Heraion, one the 
world's most important 
sanctuaries and cultural 
centers

• Rich and powerful city-state

• Birthplace of Pythagoras

• Stopover for Paul on 
his third journey

We sailed from there, and on the following 
day we arrived opposite Chios. The next 

day we touched at Samos, and the day after 
that we came to Miletus.—Acts 20:15

Samos



Miletus

• Port city at the mouth of 
the Meander River

• Had four harbors and 
three agoras

• Main export was fine 
wool

• Paul spoke to Ephesian
elders

Erastus remained in Corinth; Trophimus 
I left ill in Miletus.—II Timothy 4:20

Miletus



Cos

• Celebrated for fertility, 
especially for abundance 
of wine and corn

• Oldest cult site of the 
healing god Asclepius and 
medical school where 
Hippocrates practiced

When we had parted from them and set 
sail, we came by a straight course to Cos, 

and the next day to Rhodes, and from 
there to Patara.—Acts 21:1

Cos



Rhodes

• Minor provincial city due 
to disloyalty to Roman 
rule which brought stiff 
economic sanctions

• City importance was gone 
except as a resort for 
pleasure and learning

• Educational center for 
Roman noble families 

• Noted for the Colossus of 
Rhodes

• Christianity introduced to 
the island by Paul

Rhodes

When we had parted from them and set 
sail, we came by a straight course to Cos, 

and the next day to Rhodes, and from 
there to Patara.—Acts 21:1



Patara

• Popular port for ships traveling east during the early 
autumn months

• Harbor at the outlet of the Xanthus River

• Celebrated for its oracle of Apollo

• Introduced to Christianity early

When we had parted from them and set 
sail, we came by a straight course to Cos, 

and the next day to Rhodes, and from 
there to Patara.—Acts 21:1

Patara



Tyre

• Principal seaport on the Phoenician coast

• Congregation founded soon after the death of Stephen 

• Believers urged Paul not to go to Jerusalem for fear of 
what would happen to him

We sailed to Syria and landed at Tyre, 
because the ship was to unload its cargo 

there.—Acts 21:3

Tyre



Ptolemais

• Originally called Accho

• Named by and for Ptolemy I or II of Egypt

• Natural Galilean harbor with access to the Plain of 
Sharon

• Center for the metal-working industry

Ptolemais

We arrived at Ptolemais; and we greeted 
the believers and stayed with them for one 

day.—Acts 21:7



Rome

Rome
• Capital of the empire

• Visited by Peter and Paul

• Early church numbered less than one thousand

• Early Christians persecuted and experienced state sponsored 
atrocities

• ñThis letter (Romans) is truly the most important piece in the New 
Testament. It is purest Gospel. It is well worth a Christian's while 
not only to memorize it word for word but also to occupy himself 
with it daily, as though it were the daily bread of the soul.ò
ðMartin Luther

To all God’s beloved in Rome, who are called to be saints: Grace to you and peace from God 
our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ. First, I thank my God through Jesus Christ for all of 

you, because your faith is proclaimed throughout the world. —Romans 1:7-8

The ForumAppian Way


