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The Historical Books

Joshua, Judges, Ruth, I&II Samuel, I&II Kings, I&II Chronicles, Ezra, Nehemiah, Esther

These books tell the story of the nation of Israel
* Trying to find its identity
* Battling for land, and

* More importantly, fighting the battle between
polytheism and monotheism—the special covenant
between God and Israel.




Psalm 90:1

Lord, You have been our dwelling
place in all generations.

Esther 4:14b «iv)

Who knoweth whether thou art
come to the kingdom for such a
time as this?



Joshua

Major Characters
 Rahab (Joshua 2-6)
o Assisted the Israelites in capturing
Jericho
o One of several prostitutes whom
the Bible presents in a favorable light

o Gave positive report on taking Canaan (only 2 of 12)
o “Wholeheartedly followed the Lord’ (Joshua 14)
o Joshua gives Caleb the land of Hebron
* Achan (Joshua 7) = g |
> o Stole for himself and family £,
o Lost the battle for Ai
o Hard consequences--stoning
* “To obey is better than sacrifice.”




Events Often Remembered

Son .* Hailstorm killing Israel’s enemy,
i1, 11N &1 while the sun stood still (Joshua 10)

Joshua

e “Joshua fit the battle of Jericho and the
walls come tumblin’ down.” (Joshua 4-6)

© One for the sons of each tribe of the sons of Jacob

o Except for Levi S oo

~ Cities of Refuge

o Two for the sons of Joseph. {F» Golan  Fedesh i

B Ramoth  Shechem |

o Cities of refuge. gi:‘;r ebron 3

Sometimes, this book is a difficult read—much killing
and destruction, often ordered by God

L

Used today by some people advocating
strong military actions by modern Israel.




Who Were the Judges?

Approximate

Referencein

Judge Tribe Time Period the Bible
Othniel Judah 1391-1351 Judges 3
Ehud Benjamin 1333-1253 Judges 3
Shamgar Levi 1253-1233 Judges 3
Deborah Ephraim 1233-1193 Judges 4-5
Gideon Manasseh 1186-1146 Judges 6-8
Abimelech  son of Gideon 1146-1143 Judges 8-9
Tola Issachar 1143-1123 Judges 10
Jair Gilead 1123-1101 Judges 10
Jephthah Gilead 1101-1095 Judges 10-12
Ibzan Judah 1095-1088 Judges 12
e Elon Zebulun 1088-1078 Judges 12
74%# Abdon (and Eliy  Ephraim 1078-1070 Judges 12
e Samson Dan 1070-1050 Judges 13-16

Dates'are approximate and vary
from different research sources

The judges were ad hoc rulers/military leaders, who presided over legal hearings.
After the conquest of Canaan by Joshua until the formation of the first kingdom of
Israel, the tribes formed a loose confederation. No central government existed.



 Samson and Delilah (Judges 13-16)

o Samson
= Child of Manoah (visited by angel)
= Nazrite by birth

o Delilah

= Name means “one who weakened”
= Loved by Samson, but betrayed
him for money
= Has become emblematic for treachery




