


The New Testament

e The Old Testament (Covenant) focused on Abraham
and his descendents, the people of Israel

* 400 years of no recorded Bible book

* The New Testament (Covenant) focuses on the
new covenant in Jesus Christ, the Gospel
(evangel), and the good news that God was in
Christ reconciling the whole world unto Himself

* The New Testament has 27 books

o The Gospels: Matthew, Mark, Luke, and
John

o The Acts of the Apostles (of the Holy Spirit)

o The Epistles (Letters)

o The Revelation of St. John

* This lesson: The synoptic Gospels (Matthew, Mark and Luke) and John

* Note: Ron Lavin is an expert on these and has written books and
study materials for these Gospels

For God so loved the world, that He gave His only begotten Son, that whosoever
believeth in Him should not perish, but have everlasting life. For God sent not His Son
into the world to condemn the world; but that the world through Him might be saved.

—John 3:16-17 (K]JV)



Mark 1:1

The beginning of the Good News
of Jesus Christ, the Son of God.

John 1:1-4

In the beginning was the Word, and
the Word was with God, and the Word
was God. He was in the beginning with

God. All things came into being
through Him, and without Him not
one thing came into being. What has
come into being in Him was life, and
the life was the light of all people.



The Gospel according to Matthew
1n'nnn/'nn Means “Gift of Yahweh”
* Attributed to Matthew, a tax collector and disciple of Christ

* Themes:

o Jesus is the One promised in the Old Testament
(cites the Old Testament 41 times)

o Lineage of Christ from David (through Joseph)
o More interested in the sayings and teachings of
Jesus than in a specific chronological order >
* Book can be divided into five major sections
(written in an orderly fashion like a CPA)
o Sermon on the Mount (other major
discourses) including the Lord’s Prayer
o Parables
o Christ’s followers (the Church)
o Hypocrisy (especially the “Woe to you, Pharisees”)
o The Passion (suffering/death of Christ), the
Resurrection and the Great Commission

TAX COLLECTOR

“Go therefore and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the
Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, and teaching them to obey everything
that I have commanded you. And remember, I am with you always, to the end of the

age.”—Matthew 28:19-20



The Gospel according to Matthew
* Key Matthew stories we tend to remember e
o The visit of the Wise Men S &
o Flight to Egypt (only in Matthew 2)
o The Sermon on the Mount including the &%
Beatitudes (Matthew 5-7)
o The Great Commission (Matthew 28:18-20)

* Some great music based on Matthew’s Gospel
o J.S. Bach, “The St. Matthew’s Passion”

o “Godspell”
o And more

“Blessed are the poor in spirit, for theirs is Blessed are the peacemakers, for they will

the kingdom of heaven. be called children of God.
Blessed are those who mourn, for they will Blessed are those who are persecuted [or
be comforted. rvighteousness’ sake, for theirs is the
Blessed are the meek, for they will inherit kingdom of heaven.
the earth. Blessed are you when people revile you
Blessed are those who hunger and thirst and persecute you and utter all kinds of
for righteousness, for they will be filled. evil against you falsely on My account.
Blessed are the merciful, for they will Rejoice and be glad, for your reward is
receive mercy. great in heaven, for in the same way
Blessed are the pure in heart, for they will they persecuted the prophets who were

see God. before you.”—Matthew 5:3-12



u%l

The Gospel according to Mark
ol;771 Means “Polite/Shining”

« Attributed to John (Jewish name) Mark (Hellenistic name)
o Associate of Peter
o Associate of Paul and Barnabus
o Fellow prisoner of Paul in Rome
o At Gethsemane? (Mark 14:51-52)

* Audience was the non-Jewish readers

e Themes:

o Jesus on the go! (Uses the term “immediately”
or similar 42 times in only 16 chapters)
o Presents Jesus as “The Suffering Servant”

* Begins with Jesus’ baptism

* Most agree Mark is the earliest written Gospel
(before the destruction of Jerusalem, 65-70) and read by

Matthew, Luke and John People were bringing litile
children to Him in order
that He might touch them; and the disciples spoke sternly to them. But

when Jesus saw this, He was indignant and said to them, “Let the little

children come to Me; do not stop them; for it is to such as these that the kingdom of

God belongs. Truly I tell you, whoever does not receive the kingdom of God as a little

child will never enter it.” And He took them up in His arms, laid His hands on them,

and blessed them.—Mark 10:13-16



The Gospel according to Luke

Aovkdc, Means “Native of Lucania”

* Attributed to Luke
o Physician
o Friend of Paul
o Most likely not a Jew

o Also wrote The Acts of the Apostles
(Both books written especially to his friend, Theophilus)

* Audience:
o Non-Jews
* Seldom quotes the Old Testament
= Jesus is the Savior of the world
o Especially the “outs” of the world; the underprivileged,
lepers, Samaritans, women, children, tax collectors, and
sinners

“The Spirit of the Lord is upon Me, because He has anointed Me to bring Good News to
the poor. He has sent Me to proclaim release to the captives and recovery of sight to
the blind, to let the oppressed go free, to proclaim the year of the Lord’s favor.” And He
rolled up the scroll, gave it back to the attendant, and sat down. The eyes of all in the
synagogue were fixed on Him. Then He began to say to them, “T'oday this Scripture has
been fulfilled in your hearing.” —Luke 4:18-21



The Gospel according to Luke

* Luke’s writing
o Lineage of Christ (through Mary)
o Account of Jesus’ birth
o Jesus’ compassion and forgiveness
o Prodigal son S
o Rich man and Lazarus
o The good Samaritan

And it came to pass in those days, that there went out a
decree from Caesar Augustus that all the world should be
taxed. (And this taxing was first made when Cyrenius was
governor of Syria.) And all went to be taxed, every one into his own city. And Joseph
also went up from Galilee, out of the city of Nazareth, into Judaea, unto the city of
David, which is called Bethlehem; (because he was of the house and lineage of David:)
To be taxed with Mary his espoused wife, being great with child. And so it was, that,
while they were there, the days were accomplished that she should be delivered. And
she brought forth her firstborn son, and wrapped Him in swaddling clothes, and laid
Him in a manger; because there was no room for them in the inn. And there were in
the same country shepherds abiding in the field, keeping watch over their flock by
night. And, lo, the angel of the Lord came upon them, and the glory of the Lord shone
round about them: and they were sore dfraid....—Luke 2



The Gospel according to John

jani* Means “Yahweh is gracious”

» Attributed to John
o The “disciple Jesus loved”
o Son of Zebedee

* Audience: People who had heard of Jesus
and may have had access to the Gospels
according to Matthew, Mark and Luke

* Theme:
 Not so interested in the
chronology of Christ’s life
* Emphasis is on its purpose and
meaning
e Jesus is true God
e Jesus is true man

“I am the Resurrection and the Life. Those who believe in Me, even though they die, will
live, and everyone who lives and believes in Me will never die.”—John 11:25-26



Tam the Way,
the Truth,
wnd the Life

Jalle 146

I am the True Vine

ok 151

T am
the 9 ood 5 hepherd

Jekn 10:11

Tam
the Bread

of Lif
Vol 648 9

T agm

the Light
of the Werli
Vol 12




