


Revelation 2:10

Be faithful until death, and I
will give you the crown of life.



2 The Revelation of John

- Most likely author is John, “the disciple Jesus loved” who also
wrote the Gospel of John and the three epistles: 1, & mJohn

« Written while a prisoner on the island of Patmos 85-95AD)

. i- iti Pergamum
Multi-genre writing & Mhyatira
o Apocalyptic Smyrna :
y Sardis
o Prophetic - e o S
o Epistolary . Ephesus® adelpnia

Laodicea
 Addressed to the “seven

churches that are in Asia”

- Christians were being persecuted under Nero (54-68)
and/or Domitian (81-96) ¢




Understanding the Book of Revelation

« Themes
o Encouragement and hope in Christ—in spite of everything
o In the end, God will conquer over evil

 Characters/images
are real and
symbolic, spiritual
and material

* Brings together
heaven, earth, and
hellin a final
triumph of God over
evil

- Cryptic nature makes it a source of
controversy between scholars who try
to interpret its meaning and its
message. Be careful whose you
accept.




Words, Numbers and Images

* Words:
o ‘Angel’ occurs more than 70 times
o ‘Telling’ or ‘foretelling’
o ‘Stars’ usually are messengers
o ‘Lampstands’ are churches
o The ‘Great Prostitute’
o The ‘wife of the Lamb’

« Numbers:

o The number ‘7’ is mentioned 52 times. “completion”
or “God” 3 times; “earth” 4 times, 7 churches; 7
gifts of the Spirit

o “12’ and multiples of 12, e.g. 144,12,000 1

o ‘1000’ years of reign

o ‘4’ horsemen of the Apocalypse; 4 beasts

o ‘24’ elders
o ‘666’ the sign of the beast

* Visions
o Terrifying vision of evil and warnings to those who
o Views of triumph of the faithful




Summary of Revelation 1:1-6:11
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Summary of Revelation 6:12-12:6
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Summary of Revelation 12:7-19:16
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alive into the lake of fire
that burns with sulfur.




